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M Demand is huge
to keep air going

By CLAUDIA KOLKER
Houston Chronicle

David Debien is one of the very
few who, truly and gratefully, can tell
himself during these sweltering
days, “For this, 1 came to Houston.”

Today he owns an air-conditioning
repair business.

Fascinated by the airconditoning
industry, Debien, now 49, move
here with his young wife from Ohio
25 years ago to enroll in the Univer-
sity of Houston’s air-conditioning

program.

Although he never completed the

. accredited program, De

bien' learned enough to become

Houston’s _self-styled “air
conditioning e

Now, with the temperature nudg-

ing 100 degrees week after week,

Debien and his colleagues are in
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A season of distress

says.

On July 7, HL&P reached its
record on jon of en-
ergy — 139 million kilowatt hours,

to air
Rowe says. But, she adds, there’s
little reason to worry the juice will
run out.
“We're watching the weather
. Rowe says. “We are running
equipment to its maximun; it's
a lot of stress from the heat.”
But, Rowe adds, “HL&P is i -
nected to the Texas transmission
grid, 50 we can help each other if the

A\

need should arise.

That need, says National Weather
Service forecaster Joshua Richter,
won't be going away soon.

While chances for rain have in-
creased a bit — a 20

— temperatures will remain in the
0 upper 90s, Richter says.
1t's a prospect that appeals to few,
perhaps, except those in the air
tioning industry.

condit
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David Debien, owner of an air-conditioning repair and installation busi-
ness, fixes a broken air conditioner in the Heights. Houses in the area,
Debien says, are among the best-designed for keeping cool.

‘Yet while air conditioning has been
very, very good to David Debien —

1t is a passion and a mission.

“Air conditioning is a life
system,” Debien says. “This city
could not survive without it.”



