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Scientists stick to their story

Tests indicate duct tape is terrible for taping ducts

By GLENNDA CHUI
San Jose Mercury News

o SAN JOSE, Calit. — Popular wis:
m claims you can use it to itch
e o ir a dangling fender or
keep an alligator’s mouth shut. But
according to scientists at Lawrence
Berkeley National Laboratory,

there' ne thing ductape s o good
for: L\pmg cls.
In tests that mimicked conditions

in the. mrlurn and hidden spaces
where du 3
yas that duct fage slnoat alesys

 said Max
Gt who ran the teta, oIt e sl
ably and often quite catastrophically.
}:".Jd nothing else except duct tape

ough you can buy duct taj
T Ahiris et tape hats and lithe
books that suggest a million uses for
the silvery stuff, the new study is no
laughing matter o energy efficiency

experts. They estimate
cent of the heat or chill
the average home is lost
ing in the rooms where it's Cneaie
since most ducts are inacces-

30 per-
enersied [n

component
tory system is failing. This can lead
replace costly heating or air
_Linnd]linnmg equipment unnecessar-
ily.
‘Sherman, who heads a group at the
laboratory that studies the ener
ormance of buidin hie

cdge, had ever tried to determine
how well they hold up.
impetus for his study was an

spray
developed tests 1o see if it worked.
They have since formed a company,
Acroseal Inc, to market the stuff.
Sher m\-’.\l’\;th)up also got a grant
from the California Institute for En-

‘It failed reliably and
often quite catas-
trophically. And
nothing else except
duct tape failed.’

Max Sherman, a physicist
who ran the tests.

sy Effciency, which i financed by
me state's uulmes to test more trac

They o the stuf commonly
known as duct definition, it

version s silver, it also comes
army rs and in a number of
grades, from economy to profes-
sional and even

Bat duct tape is ot the only Kind
ducts, The people who
eyt hng and air conditioni
systems also em]»lny gooey blac]
tapes, clear acrylic anes and fol
acked ones. The scient

200- degne temperatures encoun-
tered in heating systems.

The lied each seal-

ant to gaps on pieces of sheet-metal
ducting They baked the ducts to
simulate conditions in a hot attic and
i o g thom 0 tempera-
tures ranging from subireczing (0 180
degrees. By cycling from heat to col

every few minutes, the scientists gm
the sealants to delennmle much

umedwe would getahole
jure,
i p pmduci.s bad products, pmd

ucts in the middle,
"Dt tape tended o il very quickly

— in as little as three days in our
testing system to as lon as two

nth:
AL a meeting of energy effcency
gapertsin Monlerey, Call this wtek,

sed out pleces dum upe um
been through the tests, each en-
cased in a plastic bag.
can see with a lot of these
failed tapes there is alot of shrinking,
drying and separating,” Sherman
said. ™ I

dried lo a crackly

crunch”
Ofthe two dozen people a the ses-
sion, nearly half said hat while in-

homes they had found duct
tape that had lost its usefulness.
Based on many such reports from
the fel, the Caliornia Encrgy Com-
mission is now considering new stan-
dards nm ‘would require humc build-
‘something other than duct
"’ﬂf i heating and cooling systems
want to get special credits for
suvlng energy, according to Scott
Mat @ commission’s deputy
diretor for energy efficiency:

‘The lone representative of a duct
tape manufacturer at the meeting
was Jerry Serra, vice president for

rescarch and development for Ken-
dall Polyken in Massachusetts.

“I can honestly say I have not had
one field failure come back to my
laboratory,” he said. “Maybe they're
just not complaining, T don't know.
But whatever it s, we want

apro at wo
Lamarre, marketing direc-
tor for the firm, said the company
wanted to gather more information
about the study before responding.
Matthews noted the Berkeley re-
ts have not yet been duplicated in
other laboratories: “You should have
more than one est that shows some-
thing before you reach scientific con-
clusions.”

But he said the study is just the
start of a process that may lead to
energy efficiency ratings for duct
tapes and other Sealants, similar to
the ones now i place for i condi
tioners and windows.




